| MIAMI-DADE
| HIIV/AIDS PARTNER SHIP

Community Coalition Roundtable
Empower “U” Community Health Center
7900 NW 27th Avenue, Suite D205, Miami, FL 33147
September 29, 2025 Minutes

Approved October 27, 2025

# | Members Present | Absent Guests

1 | Burks, Laurie Ann X Beneditt, Africa

2 | Davis, Debra X Cooper, Taunya

3 | Farshchi, Auva X Grant, Gena

4 | Ferrer, Luigi X Hyde, Robert

5 | Hallmon, Rolando X McMullen, Lamar
6 | Jones, Keddrick X Mithcell, Synthia
7 | Jones, Sandra X Vidal, Carla

8 | Mclntyre, Harold X Warren, Andrea

9 | Robinson, Joanna X Wilson, Lowana
10 | Tramel-Mclntyre, Alecia X

11 | Worthy, William X Staff

Quorum = 4 Bontempo, Christina

All documents referenced in these minutes are on file and were accessible to members and the public prior to
(and during) the roundtable, at https://partnershipmiami.org/the-partnership-2/#roundtablel.

L. Call to Order

Community Coalition Roundtable Chair, Joanna Robinson, called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.

II. Introductions

Members, guest, and staff introduced themselves and participated in an ice-breaker about Halloween plans.
III. Recognition of Meeting Host

Ms. Robinson acknowledged Empower U as the meeting host.

IV. Housekeeping

Attendees each took a turn reading a slide from the Meeting Housekeeping PowerPoint, which included general
reminders, code of conduct highlights, meeting participation best practices, and resource persons.

V. Floor Open to the Public
Luigi Ferrer, Vice Chair, opened the floor to the public with the following statement:

Pursuant to Florida Sunshine Law, I want to provide the public with a reasonable opportunity to be heard on
any item on our agenda today. If there is anyone who wishes to be heard, I invite you to speak now. Each person
will be given three minutes to speak. Please begin by stating your name and address for the record before you
talk about your concerns. BSR has a dedicated telephone line as well as a general email address for statements
to be read into the record. No statements were received via the telephone line or email.

There were no comments relevant to agenda items from members of the public, so the floor was closed.
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VI.

Review/Approve Agenda

Members reviewed the agenda. The Speakers Bureau item in Standing Business was replaced with an update
on HIV Decriminalization by Stratton Politzer.

Motion to approve the agenda as amended.
Moved: Rolando Hallmon Seconded: Harold McIntyre Motion: Passed

VII. Review the Minutes of August 25, 2025

Members reviewed the minutes of August 25, 2025. The name Andie Suarez should be corrected to read Andie
Alvarez.

Motion to approve the minutes of August 25, 2025, as corrected.
Moved: Rolando Hallmon Seconded: Debra Davis Motion: Passed

VIII. Reports

IX.

= Membership

The Membership Report was posted online and was in the meeting packet. There are many vacancies on all
committees and the Partnership. Staff announced last month that the rosters would be updated to remove
members who are no longer active. That will take place after the October meetings since that is the last
month of the “meetings calendar year.”

Africa Beneditt and Synthia Mitchell submitted applications for membership. Ms. Robinson welcomed
them both. The official vote on membership will take place at the next meeting.

= Partnership

Ms. Robinson announced that the Partnership has not met since the last Roundtable. At the September 29
meeting, members will be asked to vote on the Care and Treatment Committee’s recommendations for
priority setting and resource allocations for the next fiscal year. Everyone should plan to attend that
important meeting.

= Ryan White Program Expenditures

The Ryan White Program Part A expenditures and utilization report was included in the meeting materials
and was briefly reviewed to gain a better understanding of how to read the report and the importance of the
data.

Standing Business

=  Getting to Know Ryan White Services: Oral Health Care

Members continued their review of the Ryan White Program service descriptions. Excerpts from the Oral

Health Care service description were in the meeting packets. Everyone took a few moments to read the
service description. Next month there will be another Service Description Quiz Time activity.
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= New Partnership Logo

The County’s Communications Department has a staff shortage and was not able to provide logo
suggestions in time for this meeting. Staff will follow up with the County for the next meeting. Members
expressed an urgency to complete this project.

= Vision Statement
Members discussed ideas for updating the Partnership’s Vision Statement. The current statement is: Our
vision is to eliminate disparities and improve health outcomes for all people living with or at risk for

HIV/AIDS.

This was a brainstorming activity and the general consensus suggestions are noted below, with new
language underlined:

o Our vision is to eliminate disparities and improve health outcomes for all demographics of people
living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS.

o Our vision is to [eliminate | decrease] HIV transmission and improve health outcomes for all
people living with or at risk for HIV/AIDS.

o Our vision is a future where [barriers | disparities | disadvantages] are [overcome | erased] and
every person with or impacted by HIV has a chance to live a healthy, empowered life.

o Our vision is to create a healthier Miami for all communities.

Revisions may be submitted to staff in advance of the next meeting and will continue until members are
satisfied with a proposal to be brought to the Partnership for final approval.

= HIV Decriminalization Update

Stratton Politzer of Equality Florida gave an update on pending legislation on HIV decriminalization in
Florida. Members can follow the progress of pending legislation through www.HIVpolicy.com. Members
were reminded that they cannot lobby on behalf of the Partnership but may do so as private citizens or
under the banner of another organization. Mr. Politzer will be asked to give an update to the Miami-Dade
HIV/AIDS Partnership in November.

= Stop The Silence Speakers Bureau Tour

Gena Grant, representing the Stop the Silence (STS) Speakers Bureau initiative of Positive People Network
introduced STS Ambassadors Andrea Warren and Lowana Wilson, who shared their testimonials and how
the STS initiative has helped them tell their story and become community advocates. Members thanked
them for their testimonials.

X.  New Business
= State of Florida HIV Care Survey
Participants were encouraged to complete the State of Florida HIV Care Survey and to promote the survey

in the community. Eligible participants took some time to complete the surveys on their phones or on paper
copies which staff collected for inputting. The survey link is posted on www.PartnershipMiami.org.

=  November and December Schedule
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Members are expected to participate in one-on-one training with staff during November and December.
Specific dates and times will be established with each member.

XI. Announcements and Open Discussion

Members announced an Apretude training at CAN Community Health on September 24; a SERO Project
presentation on September 25; events for National Gay Men’s HIV/AIDS Awareness Day at Care 4 U on
September 27; and World AIDS Day events being held by Pridelines on December 5; and by Positive People
Network on December 6. Details sent to staff will be distributed.

XII. Next Roundtable

Mr. Ferrer announced the October 2025 Roundtable and Quiz Time! is Monday, October 27 at 4:30 PM at
Latinos Salud, 640 NE 124th Street, North Miami 33161.

XIII. Adjournment

Ms. Robinson adjourned the meeting at 6:52 p.m.
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