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Medical Care Subcommittee Meeting 
Behavioral Science Research 

2121 Ponce de Leon Boulevard, Suite 240 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 

 
July 25, 2025 Minutes 

                   Approved September 26, 2025                        
#  Members Present Absent  Guests 
1 Baez, Ivet  X  Nieto, Ana Maria 
2 Dougherty, James X   Valle-Schwenk, Carla 
3 Friedman, Lawrence X    
4 Miller, Juliet X    
5 Rojas, Vanessa X    
6 Romero, Javier X    
7 Serrano-Irizarry, Yendi X   Staff 
8 Ysea, Cristhian A.  X  Ladner, Robert   

Quorum: 4                      Meizoso, Marlen 
 
All documents referenced in these minutes were accessible to both members and the general public prior to 
and during the meeting, at https://aidsnet.org/the-partnership#mcsc1.  
 
I. Call to Order                   James Dougherty 
 
James Dougherty, Subcommittee Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m. He introduced himself, 
provided an overview of the work for the day’s meeting, and welcomed everyone. 
  
II. Introductions                                  All 
 
Mr. Dougherty requested that members, guests, and staff  introduce themselves. 
 
III. Meeting Housekeeping                    James Dougherty  
 
Mr. Dougherty reviewed the meeting housekeeping presentation, including people first language, meeting 
protocols, location of Subcommittee meeting items online, and identification of resource persons.  

 
IV. Floor Open to the Public                 James Dougherty 
 
Mr. Dougherty read the following:  
 
“Pursuant to Florida Sunshine Law, I want to provide the public with a reasonable opportunity to be heard 
on any item on our agenda today. If there is anyone who wishes to be heard, I invite you to speak now. Each 
person will be given three minutes to speak. Please begin by stating your name and address for the record 
before you talk about your concerns. BSR has a dedicated phone line and email for statements to be read 
into the record. No statements were received.”    
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There were no comments, so the floor was closed. 
 
V. Review/Approve Agenda                  All 
 
The Subcommittee reviewed the agenda and accepted it as presented. 
  
Motion to accept the agenda as presented. 
Moved: Dr. Lawrence Friedman                Seconded: Dr. Javier Romero         Motion: Passed 
 
VI. Review/Approve Minutes of June 27, 2025                                      All 
  
Members reviewed the minutes of June 27, 2025, and accepted them as presented.  
 
Motion to accept the minutes of June 27, 2025, as presented. 
Moved: Dr. Lawrence Friedman         Seconded: Dr. Javier Romero          Motion: Passed 
 
VII.  Reports 

 
 Ryan White Program             Carla Valle-Schwenk 
 
Carla Valle-Schwenk indicated that the latest utilization report is posted online. A significant number of 
clients have been served. Ms. Valle-Schwenk shared that during the latest Health Resources and Service 
Administration (HRSA) project officer call, concerns about client eligibility were shared. The minimum 
eligibility remains (clients are HIV positive, live in Miami-Dade County, and are under 400% of the Federal 
Poverty Level). On August 6-8, County staff will be attending the reverse site visit at HRSA in Maryland.  
Hopefully, at the site visit, there will be further clarification about eligibility since all the Part A programs 
nationwide will be present to receive updates.  Within the next few weeks, contracts will be sent out for 
signatures.  On August 5, there will be a Community Forum public meeting from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. at 
the Blue Cross/Blue Shield building in Doral hosted by Senator Rene Garcia to discuss the state of HIV in 
Miami-Dade.  This meeting is intended to bring together high level stakeholders and traditional and non-
traditional programs to develop actionable steps to address the HIV epidemic. RSVPs should be sent to 
Hilda Pinero at 305-820-8424.  The meeting information  is also posted on the County Calendar in case 
anyone needs to access the information after the meeting. The Request for Proposal is under development 
and should be released at the end of August with an online submission. 
 
 AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP)                       Dr. Javier Romero 
 
Dr. Javier Romero reviewed the June 2025 ADAP report as of July 1, 2025, including enrollments, 
expenditures, prescriptions, premium payments, and program updates. Most clients start re-enrolling in the 
ADAP program in October-November. Re-enrollments for the Affordable Care Act will run from 
November 1-December 15, 2025. Five plans will be discontinued for 2026.  Ninety-two percent of clients 
in the ADAP program have one of the discontinued plans.  ADAP Miami will list ACA plans  online to 
allow clients to assess the top three options that best meet their needs and to qualify for wrap-around 
services. As a reminder, the new pharmacy benefits manager (PBM) name is Prime Therapeutics. There are 
some issues with same day card usage for emergencies instead of accessing the PBM.  
 Vacancy Report                                              Marlen Meizoso 
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Mrs. Meizoso reviewed the July 2025 vacancies which indicated vacancies on the Partnership and the 
Subcommittee, including seats for a psychiatrist/mental health provider, a general seat, and five members 
of the affected community. If anyone knows of any individuals interested in membership and who are 
Miami-Dade County registered voters, they may contact staff,  invite them to attend a meeting or one of the 
trainings offered. 
 
VIII. Standing Business 

 
 Allowable Conditions Response to “Dear Colleague” Letter             All 

 
The Subcommittee was reminded that the April 2025HRSA “Dear Colleague Letter” was shared along 
with the allowable conditions list. The Subcommittee had requested the conditions list be developed 
into an input tool which requested if the conditions are HIV-related, have evidence-based studies, 
promote viral suppression, and improve quality of life. The Subcommittee reviewed the draft document 
which had the ophthalmic conditions separated onto another tab since that section on the allowable list 
is very nuanced. Below are the edits to the document suggested: 
 

- Make the font bigger;  
- Use the lighter shading; 
- Change the flip direction;  
- Add that these are HHS criteria on first page; 
- Add title “Local Justification”;  
- Add double line after first column; 
- Add “to combat HIV” to second question’ 
- Incorporate the ophthalmic section into larger document; 
- Add another column, “Is this co-morbidity/complication of HIV?”; 
- Add, “for these conditions will a diagnostic procedure be needed? If so what procedure and will 

this procedure require anesthesia, sedation, general local anesthesia.”; and  
- Once the document is completed it would be helpful to program the document in Survey 

Monkey. 
 

Staff indicated that programming would not be possible until after the conclusion of the Needs 
Assessment in September. 
 
The Subcommittee is working on a justification document and the next step once this is completed is to 
identify procedures/CPT codes and to indicate if treatment is inpatient or outpatient to see if they meet 
HHS criteria.  For the October meeting, when the document is completed, other medical providers 
should be invited. 

 
IX. New Business 

 
There was no new business 
 
 

X. Announcements and Open Discussion                        All 
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Mr. Dougherty announced the next Get on Board training session scheduled for August 6, 2025. Details 
were available on the flyer at the meeting and online. He also reminded attendees that the Annual Needs 
Assessment is taking place, and the last two meeting dates and location of the meeting were shared. 
 
XI. Next Meeting                   James Dougherty 
 
The Subcommittee decided to cancel their next meeting since several members were going to be 
unavailable. 
 
Motion to cancel the August 2025 Medical Care Subcommittee meeting. 
Moved: Juliet Miller    Seconded: Dr. Vanessa Rojas  Motion: Passed 
 
The next Subcommittee meeting is scheduled for Friday, September 26, 2025, at 9:30 a.m. at BSR. 
 
XII. Adjournment                                James Dougherty 
 
Mr. Dougherty thanked everyone for participating in the meeting and called for a motion to adjourn. 
 
Motion to adjourn. 
Moved: Juliet Miller    Seconded: Yendi Serrano-Irizarry   Motion: Passed 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:00 a.m. 


