
  

 
For more information about the Community Coalition, please contact Christina Bontempo, 

(305) 445-1076 x106 or cbontempo@behavioralscience.com. 

 

Follow Us: www.aidsnet.org | facebook.com/HIVPartnership | instagram.com/hiv_partnership 

 

 
 

Community Coalition Roundtable 

 

Monday, August 25, 2025 

4:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
(Dinner served at 3:30 PM) 

Care Resource Community Health Centers 

3510 Biscayne Boulevard, 1st Floor Room 

Miami, FL 33137 
 

Presentation: HIV Hard Belly Fat, immediately preceding the meeting.  

 

AGENDA 
 

I. Call to Order  Joanna Robinson 

II. Introductions  All 

III. Recognition of Meeting Host  Joanna Robinson 

IV. Housekeeping  All 

V. Floor Open to the Public  Luigi Ferrer 

VI. Review/Approve Agenda  All 

VII. Review/Approve Minutes of July 1, 2025   All 

VIII. Reports   All 

▪ Membership  

▪ Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS Partnership  

▪ Ryan White Program Expenditures 

IX. Standing Business   All  

▪ Getting to Know Ryan White Services: Health Insurance Premium  

and Cost Sharing Assistance for Low-Income Individuals and Medical Transportation 

▪ New Partnership Logo  

▪ Vision Statement Review 

▪ Miami Speakers Bureau Role Model Stories   

X. New Business  

▪ Stop The Silence Speakers Bureau Tour Alecia Tramel-McIntyre 

XI. Announcements and Open Discussion  All 

XII. Next Roundtable: Monday, September 22 at 4:30 PM  Luigi Ferrer 

 Empower “U” CHC, 7900 NW 27th Avenue, Suite D205, Miami, FL 33147   

XIII. Adjournment  Joanna Robinson 

 

Special thanks to our meeting host, Care Resource! 

mailto:cbontempo@behavioralscience.com
http://www.aidsnet.org/
http://facebook.com/HIVPartnership
http://www.instagram.com/hiv_partnership/


 

 

 

 

 

Excerpt from the Miami-Dade County Office of Management and Budget Grants Coordination/Ryan White 

Program FY 2025 (Year 35) Service Delivery Manual for the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS Partnership’s 

Community Coalition Roundtable; July 28, 2025 

 

Health Insurance Premium and Cost Sharing Assistance for Low-income Individuals 

(Health Insurance Assistance) is a core medical service category. This service category 

includes the provision of financial assistance paid on behalf of eligible clients with HIV to 

maintain continuity of health insurance or to facilitate receiving medical and pharmacy 

benefits under a health care coverage program (health insurance policy). As funded by the 

local Ryan White Part A Program, this service is available to assist low income, program-

eligible clients with cost sharing out-of-pocket health insurance expenses (i.e., copayments 

and deductibles), where program-allowable and as defined herein. In all cases, a complete 

financial assessment and disclosure from the client are required. No payments or 

reimbursements can be made directly to a client. 

 

For clients to obtain Ryan White AIDS Drug Assistance Program (ADAP)-funded health 

insurance premium assistance, the local Ryan White Part A Program must ensure that 

clients are selecting health coverage that, at a minimum, includes at least one U.S. Food 

and Drug Administration (FDA) approved medicine in each drug class of core antiretroviral 

medicines outlined in the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) 

Clinical Guidelines for the Treatment of HIV, as well as appropriate HIV 

outpatient/ambulatory health services. The local Ryan White Part A Program must also 

assess and compare the aggregate cost of paying for the health insurance option versus 

paying for the full cost for medications and other appropriate HIV Outpatient/Ambulatory 

Health Services to ensure that purchasing health insurance is cost effective in the aggregate, 

and allocate funding to this service category only when determined to be cost effective. 

 

In Miami-Dade County, Health Insurance Assistance is divided into two (2) major 

categories:  

1) limited assistance with private health insurance, employer-sponsored health insurance, 

or ADAP Premium Plus wraparound assistance for clients with COBRA coverage, which 

is identified in program components I, III, and IV directly below; and  

2) assistance with the Federal Health Insurance Exchange [i.e., Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

Marketplace], which is identified in program component II (II.A. through II.C.) directly 

below.  

 

Federal funding under this service category may not be used to supplant existing federal, 

state, or local funding for health insurance premium and cost-sharing assistance. 

 

Locally, stand-alone dental insurance assistance is not covered under this service category. 

 

HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUM AND COST SHARING 

ASSISTANCE FOR LOW-INCOME INDIVIDUALS 

(HEALTH INSURANCE ASSISTANCE or HIPC) 

 

(Year 35 Service Priority: #9 for Part A only) 



Excerpt from the Miami-Dade County Office of Management and Budget Grants Coordination/Ryan White 

Program FY 2025 (Year 35) Service Delivery Manual for the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS Partnership’s 

Community Coalition Roundtable; July 28, 2025 

Health Insurance Assistance under this service category is available to program- 

eligible people with HIV (clients) only. If a Family Plan is selected, the Ryan White 

Program will only provide assistance, where applicable, for the program-eligible person 

with HIV (client) . No HIV negative persons in a Family Plan will receive this assistance. 
 

Additionally, all costs in a Family Plan must be separated out, so that the costs specific to 

the person(s) with HIV [client(s)] are clearly indicated. 

 

A Ryan White Program In Network Referral or an Out of Network Referral (accompanied 

by all appropriate supporting documentation) is required for this service and must be 

updated prior to the end of the client’s health insurance policy year. The client’s insurance 

policy information including benefits, policy number, and billing ID number is required in 

order to process the request for Health Insurance Assistance. 

 

See the complete Service Description for: 

 

▪ Medicare Part D recipients  

▪ ADAP Premium Plus Program  

▪ Local Implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 

▪ ACA Service Provider List 

▪ ADAP/Part A ACA Wraparound Copayments 

▪ Prescription Drug Copayments and Co-Insurance 



 

 

 

 

 
Excerpt from the Miami-Dade County Office of Management and Budget Grants Coordination/Ryan 

White Program FY 2025 (Year 35) Service Delivery Manual for the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS 

Partnership’s Community Coalition Roundtable; August 25, 2025 

 

 

Medical Transportation is a support service. Medical Transportation is the provision of 

non-emergency transportation services that enables an eligible client to access or be 

retained in core medical and support services. Locally, this service is limited to specially- 

designated, discounted EASY Tickets (transportation vouchers) from the Miami-Dade 

County Department of Transportation and Public Works (DTPW; formerly Miami-Dade 

Transit Agency-MDTA) to program-eligible people with HIV attending medical and/or 

social service appointments. Daily, weekly and monthly discounted EASY Tickets are 

available when using the discounted EASY Tickets option. Alternative methods (such as 

ride-sharing services like Uber, UberHealth, Lyft, etc.) may be available, where requested 

by a Part A/MAI-funded subrecipient and approved by the Miami-Dade County Office of 

Management and Budget-Grants Coordination. 
 

Providers of discounted EASY Tickets must demonstrate coordination with Miami-Dade 

County transportation agencies and services, Medicaid Special Transportation, Miami- 

Dade County Special Transportation Services (STS), and other existing transportation 

programs to avoid duplication of services. In addition, providers of transportation tickets 

are encouraged to apply annually to the Miami-Dade Transit Agency’s Transportation 

Disadvantaged Program (http://www.miamidade.gov/transit/transportation- disadvantaged-

program-guidelines.asp) in order to obtain assistance for clients who are eligible under that 

program, where applicable. As a reminder, in all cases, the Ryan White Program must be 

used as the payer of last resort. 

 

A. Program Operation Requirements: Discounted EASY Tickets are available to 

program-eligible clients who meet the requirements of this service category, for 

unlimited trips during the calendar month. These specially-designated EASY 

Tickets will not be usable in other months and are not “re-loadable.”  

 

. . . 

 
Multiple instances of reduced fare transportation assistance per client per month are 

NOT allowed regardless of circumstance, payer source, and/or government 

assistance program that is using/providing the subsidized fare. As payer of last 

resort, the Ryan White Program can only reimburse subrecipients (service 

providers) for EASY Ticket fares (vouchers) distributed to eligible clients that are 

NOT ELIGIBLE to receive subsidized transportation assistance or fares under 

ANY OTHER program. This restriction will be closely monitored by the County’s 

DTPW and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) as a condition of the 

Ryan White Program having program access to the discounted EASY Tickets. Lost 

MEDICAL TRANSPORTATION 

 

(Year 35 Service Priorities: #10 for Part A and #7 for MAI) 

http://www.miamidade.gov/transit/transportation-disadvantaged-program-guidelines.asp
http://www.miamidade.gov/transit/transportation-disadvantaged-program-guidelines.asp
http://www.miamidade.gov/transit/transportation-disadvantaged-program-guidelines.asp


 

Excerpt from the Miami-Dade County Office of Management and Budget Grants Coordination/Ryan 

White Program FY 2025 (Year 35) Service Delivery Manual for the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS 

Partnership’s Community Coalition Roundtable; August 25, 2025  

or stolen EASY tickets cannot be replaced by the local Ryan White Part A Program 

and replacements will not be considered by DTPW. 

 

. . . 

 

Documentation of at least one (1) monthly medical and/or social service 

appointments must be submitted by the client to the Medical Case Manager 

before the client can receive transportation assistance, unless otherwise directed 

by the County.  

 

. . . 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Alternative methods of Medical Transportation service 

delivery are only available at select subrecipient agencies as a result of the 

corresponding Request for Proposals Process and subsequent contract negotiations. 

 

. . . 

 

B. Special Client Eligibility Criteria: A Ryan White Program In Network Referral 

or an Out of Network Referral (a non-certified referral accompanied by all 

appropriate supporting documentation) is required for this service and must be 

updated annually, every 366 days. Clients receiving Ryan White Part A Program-

funded Medical Transportation assistance must be documented as having gross 

household incomes below 400% of the 2025 Federal Poverty Level (FPL). Clients 

receiving discounted EASY Tickets (transportation vouchers) must be documented 

as having been properly screened for other public sector funding as appropriate 

annually, every 366 days. While clients qualify for and can access other public 

funding [including, but not limited to, Medicaid, Medicaid Managed Medical 

Assistance (MMA), or Medicaid Long-term Care (LTC) transportation services; or 

the County’s Golden Passport program, Mobility EASY card program or 

Community-Reduced Fare program etc.) for transportation services], they will not 

be eligible for Ryan White Part A Program-funded Medical Transportation 

(discounted EASY Tickets or limited ride-share) assistance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

2025 Logo Development 
Excerpts from Meeting Minutes 

 

April 2025 

Members reviewed several new Partnership logo ideas and staff shared some other planning 

council logos for comparison. Staff indicated that the new logo ideas can continue to be refined 

until members are satisfied with a new logo. Members liked the basic structure of people with a 

red ribbon. Suggestions included having a broader range of colors for the people; including the 

red ribbon; incorporating hands; incorporating praying hands; and removing the words 

HIV/AIDS from the title. Staff will bring additional options to the next meeting.   

 

May 2025 

Members reviewed several new Partnership logo ideas and agreed on the design with hands over 

the red ribbon with the small red ribbons inserted in the text. Staff will bring a sample to the next 

meeting. 

 

July 2025 

Members reviewed updates to the Partnership logo. Two hands shaking or two hands holding 

hands against the red ribbon was the agreed upon design. The two hands need more definition of 

color. Staff will bring an updated logo to the next meeting.  

 

August 2025 

Draft logos to review. 

 



Community Coalition Roundtable 

Vision Statement Review 

August 25, 2025 

The Partnership’s Vision Statement was developed more than 10 years ago. 

Please share your ideas for bringing the Vision Statement up to date. Staff will bring the collected updates 

back to the next meeting. This will be an ongoing activity until consensus on a new Vision Statement is 

reached. The proposal will then go before the Partnership for final review. 

Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS Partnership 

Our vision is to eliminate disparities and improve health outcomes for all people living with or at risk 

for HIV/AIDS. 



 

Samples from Other Planning Councils 

 

▪ Broward County HIV Health Services Planning Council 

 

□ Mission: To support respectful and quality healthcare services for all Broward County residents 

through meaningful community partnerships. 

□ Vision: To create the healthiest Broward County. 

 

▪ Central Florida HIV Planning Council 

 

□ Mission: The Mission of the Planning Body is to improve the quality of life of individuals with HIV 

disease by responding to their existing and emerging needs, and to provide educational and 

behavioral strategies to reduce and prevent the spread of HIV disease. 

□ Vision: The Planning Body envisions a quality continuum of care for all individuals and families 

infected with, affected by, and at risk for HIV disease.  

 

▪ West Central Florida Ryan White Care Council 

 

□ Mission: The mission of the West Central Florida Ryan White Care Council is to manage a high 

quality, cost-effective, easily accessible, culturally responsive, and comprehensive continuum of care 

that improves the lives of all individuals living with and impacted by HIV. 

 

▪ Greater Phoenix Ryan HIV Services Planning Council 

 

□ Mission: The mission of the Phoenix EMA Ryan White Part A Planning Council is to ensure an 

integrated, holistic, and comprehensive system of health care for people living with HIV that is 

culturally appropriate, multilingual, full-service, family-friendly, and accessible to the entire 

community. 

□ Vision: All people living with HIV/AIDS in Maricopa and Pinal Counties will have access to high 

quality health care and social services. 

 

▪ San Francisco EMA HIV Community Planning Council 

 

□ Mission: To create the ideal health care system for people living with HIV/AIDS. 

 

▪ Metropolitan Atlanta HIV Health Services Planning Council 

 
□ Mission: The mission of the Metropolitan Atlanta HIV Health Services Planning Council is to assess 

needs, create a comprehensive plan for the delivery of HIV care, set HIV/AIDS related service 

priorities and allocate Part A funds to those service categories on the basis of the size, demographics, 

and needs of people living with or affected by HIV, with particular focus on individuals who know 

their HIV status but are not in care, and those who have HIV and are unaware of their status. 

□ Vision: Program eligible persons in the Atlanta EMA who are living with HIV receive high quality, 

culturally appropriate medical and support services through a system that respects and values 

individuals as they access care, remain in care, and reach viral suppression. 

 



Role Model Story Worksheet 
For the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS Partnership 

Community Coalition Roundtable, August 25, 2025 

Characterization  
- How would you describe yourself to others? 

Example: I am a devoted mother and volunteer in my community. I help organize fundraisers twice a year. 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership in Priority Population 
- We are many things to many people. You may be viewed differently depending on the demographics you are 

speaking to. What are some ways your community would describe you?  
Example: Others see me as an out and proud gay person. Whenever someone is coming out, they come to me. 

 
 
 
 

Reasons for Prevention 
- Describe the behaviors you changed/reasons of prevention (condomless sex, not getting tested frequently, 

drug use, sex before sexual education) 
Example: I used to not use condoms and I didn’t tell my partners I haven’t been tested in a long time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Goal  
- Pick the main goal of your story. 

 
□ Staying undetectable 
□ Using a condom 
□ Taking about STIs/HIV with my partner 
□ Getting tested frequently for HIV/STIs 
□ Taking PrEP 
□ Other: ________________ 

 
 



Role Model Story Worksheet 
For the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS Partnership 

Community Coalition Roundtable, July 28, 2025 

Determinants of Health  
- What barriers did you have to overcome? (stigma, race/ethnicity, education, socio-economic status) 

Example: I overcame a lot to get to where I am today. I had to drop out of school to help support my family. 
 
 
 
 

Obstacle 
- Story should show how you evolved from one stage to another. How were you prior to HIV transmission and 

how have you changed? This should relate to your original Goal. 
Example: Before knowing my status, I didn’t know about ____. Now, I am educated and understand that ____. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overcoming Your Obstacle 
- What steps did you take to overcome your Obstacle so that others can do it, too? Be specific.  

Example: No matter what your status, you should get tested every three months if you have more than one 
sexual partner in a year. The Florida Department of Health does HIV/STI testing for free. That’s where I go. 

 

Positive Outcome  
- What did you learn from your story that you want others to understand? 
- Included should be: 1) a promotion for treatment and adherence (testmiami.org)   2) Emphasis on erasing HIV 

stigma   3) Empowerment message (U=U). 
Example: Because I make sure to take my medication every day, I am undetectable and untransmittable. That 
means that there is no way I can transmit HIV to my sexual partners. If you hear anything different, it is not 
true. We need to educate our community so that everyone can understand this and feel good about knowing 
their status. You can always go to testmiami.org for more information on where to get tested.     

 



Miami Speakers’ Bureau Activity 

For the Miami-Dade HIV/AIDS Partnership – Community Coalition Roundtable 

August 25, 2025 

 
Current HIV prevention messages:  

1. Everyone should know their HIV status.  Get tested!                                                    

Get tested at least once a lifetime or once a year if sexually active or every 6 months if 
very active. 

2. If you test negative, learn how HIV is transmitted and what you can do to prevent it, 
including: 

- Safer sex 
- Condoms 
- PrEP (Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis) 
- PEP (Post-Exposure Prophylaxis) 

3. If you test positive, HIV treatment can lead to a long, healthy life and prevent 
transmission to others.  

- Ask about Test and Treat/Rapid Access (TTRA) and Ryan White Program 
services 

Remember: “U=U” Undetectable = Untransmittable! If a person living with HIV 
maintains an undetectable viral load through antiretroviral therapy (ART), they cannot 

transmit HIV to their sexual partners.                                 
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