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Community Coalition Roundtable 
Empower U Community Health Center 

7900 NW 27th Avenue, Suite D205, Miami FL 33147 

April 28, 2025 Minutes 
 

Approved may 19, 2025 

# Members Present Absent  Guests 

1 Burks, Laurie Ann   x  Brown, Dedra   

2 Chassi, Kai  x  Hyde, Robert   

3 Farshchi, Auva x   Ingram, Trillion   

4 Ferrer, Luigi x   Vaughn, Sannita   

5 Jones, Keddrick x   Worthy, William   

6 Jones, Sandra x      

7 McIntyre, Harold x      

8 McMullen, Lamar x      

9 Robinson, Joanna x      

10 Tramel-McIntyre, Alecia  x  Staff 

Quorum = 4  Bontempo, Christina 

 

All documents referenced in these minutes are on file and were accessible to members and the public prior to 

(and during) the roundtable, at www.aidsnet.org/the-partnership#roundtable1.  

 

I. Call to Order           

 

Community Coalition Roundtable Chair, Joanna Robinson, called the meeting to order at 5:02 p.m., and 

reviewed the meeting agenda items. 

 

II. Introductions            

 

Members, guest and staff introduced themselves.  

 

III. Recognition of Meeting Host 

 

Ms. Robinson acknowledged Trillion Ingram for coordinating the space and thanked Empower U for hosting 

the meeting. 

 

IV. Housekeeping        

  

Attendees each read a slide of the Meeting Housekeeping PowerPoint, which included general reminders, code 

of conduct, meeting participation best practices, and resource persons.  

 

V. Floor Open to the Public         

 

Luigi Ferrer, Vice Chair, opened the floor to the public with the following statement: Pursuant to Florida 

Sunshine Law, I want to provide the public with a reasonable opportunity to be heard on any item on our 

agenda today. If there is anyone who wishes to be heard, I invite you to speak now. Each person will be given 

three minutes to speak. Please begin by stating your name and address for the record before you talk about 

your concerns. BSR has a dedicated telephone line as well as a general email address for statements to be read 

into the record. No statements were received via the telephone line or email. 

 

http://www.aidsnet.org/
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There were no comments from members of the public, so the floor was closed. 

 

VI. Review/Approve Agenda   

 

Members reviewed the agenda; Mr. Ferrer asked to make an announcement during the announcements portion 

of the agenda.  

 

Motion to approve the agenda as presented. 

Moved: Sandra Jones Seconded: Keddrick Jones Motion: Passed  

 

VII. Review the Minutes of March 31, 2025 

 

Members reviewed the minutes of March 31, 2025, and approved them as presented. 

 

Motion to approve the minutes of March 31, 2025, as presented. 

Moved: Sandra Jones Seconded: Auva Farshchi Motion: Passed  

 

VIII. Reports            

 

▪ Membership  

 

The Membership Report was included in the meeting materials. Discussion on recruitment was scheduled 

for later on the agenda. 

 

▪ Partnership 

 

Ms. Robinson announced that the Partnership will meet on May 12 to conduct regular business and to 

hear updates from Alecia Tramel-McIntyre on the 2025 Miami CFAR (UM Center for AIDS Research) 

Symposium; Kira Villamizar on the future of HIV Prevention in Miami-Dade County; and Dan Wall on 

the future of Ending the HIV Epidemic, Minority AIDS Initiative, and other Ryan White Program-related 

activities. A flyer advertising the meeting was included in the meeting packets and members were asked 

to advertise the meeting widely. 

 

▪ Ryan White Program Expenditures 

 

A copy of the latest Ryan White Program Part A expenditures and utilization was included in the meeting 

materials. Members discussed the importance of being recertified with the AIDS Drug Assistance 

Program (ADAP) in order to take the burden of pharmaceutical costs from the Ryan White Program; and 

the importance of enrolling in Affordable Care Act insurance, particularly to access services outside of 

the Ryan White Program, such as hospital care. Members also discussed the importance of keeping Ryan 

White Program certification up to date, and the importance of having labs on file every six months. 

 

IX. Standing Business 

 

▪ Getting to Know Ryan White Services: Outpatient Ambulatory Medical Care 

 

Ms. Robinson directed members to the service descriptions in their meeting packets. So far this year, 

members have received Medical Case Management, Substance Abuse (Outpatient and Residential), 

Mental Health Services, and Outpatient Ambulatory Medical Care service description excerpts for 

review. At the next meeting, there will be a quiz on the service descriptions reviewed to date. Members 

were asked to read over the materials and be ready for the quiz. Members were reminded that 

understanding the service descriptions is meant to lead to better understanding of the expectations of 

Ryan White Program clients when receiving program services. 

http://www.aidsnet.org/
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▪ Recruitment 

 

□ Phone Banking 

 

Members thanked Mr. Ferrer for his efforts in making calls at the April phone bank. None of the four 

or five people who were invited and expressed interest came to the meeting. Mr. Ferrer offered to 

make follow-up calls on May 12 after the Partnership meeting for the next Roundtable on May 19. 

Staff will look into options for following up via text messages. 

 

Although members agreed this is a helpful activity, the timing makes it hard for everyone to 

participate. Staff will send out an invitation for the May 12 phone banking and will provide 

refreshments throughout the phone banking day. Members were reminded that they can participate 

any time for as long as their schedule allows, including after hours. 

 

Members will evaluate the efficacy of phone banking at the next meeting. 

 

□ Speed Networking Planning, April 30, 2025 

 

Mr. Ferrer announced that all the participants have been chosen for the Florida Department of Health 

Speed Networking Event scheduled for Wednesday, April 30, 2025. Staff will provide Partnership 

promotional materials, including a flyer about the Partnership, and speak briefly about membership 

opportunities. For those who would like to participate, the event is scheduled to be held again in 

October. 

 

X. New Business 
 

▪ New Logo Ideas 

 

Members reviewed several new Partnership logo ideas and staff shared some other planning council logos 

for comparison. Staff indicated that the new logo ideas can continue to be refined until members are 

satisfied with a new logo. Members liked the basic structure of people with a red ribbon. Suggestions 

included having a broader range of colors for the people; including the red ribbon; incorporating hands; 

incorporating praying hands; and removing the words HIV/AIDS from the title. Staff will bring additional 

options to the next meeting.   

 

XI. Announcements and Open Discussion          

 

Mr. Ferrer announced a Free Salsa Night on June 5, 2025, at Alfaro’s, in honor of Long-Term Survivor’s Day. 

Dedra Brown announced a weekly support group for women ages 18 and older. Mr. Ferrer and Ms. Brown were 

asked to forward the flyers to staff for distribution. 

 

XII. Next Roundtable             

 

Mr. Ferrer announced the next Roundtable is scheduled for May 19, 2025, at Latinos Salud, 640 NE 124th 

Street, Miami 33161, and will include a presentation from Avita Pharmacy who will also be sponsoring the 

dinner. 

 

XIII. Adjournment                        
 

Ms. Robinson adjourned the meeting at 6:48 p.m. 
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